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A FAVOUR well bestowed,  is almost as great an honour to him who confers it as to him who receives it.   What indeed makes for the superior reputation of the patron in this case, is, that he is always surrounded with specious pretences of unworthy candidates, and is often alone in the kind inclination he has towards the well-deserving.    Justice is the first quality in the man who is in a post of direction; and I remember to have heard an old gentleman talk of the Civil Wars, and in his relation gave an account of a general officer, who with this one quality, without any shining endowments, became so peculiarly beloved and honoured, that all decisions between man and man were laid before him by the parties concerned in a private  way,  and they would  lay by their animosities implicitly if he bid them be friends, or submit themselves in the wrong without reluctance, if he said it, without waiting the judgment of court-martials.   His manner was to keep the dates of all commissions in his closet, and wholly dismiss from the service such who were deficient in their duty, and after that took care to prefer according to the order of battle.    His familiars were his entire friends, and could have no interested views in courting his acquaintance; for his affection was no step to their preferment, though it was to their reputation.   By this means a kind aspect, a salutation, a smile, and giving out his hand, had the weight of what is esteemed by vulgar minds more substantial. His business was very short, and he who had nothing to do but justice, was never affronted with a request of a familiar daily visitant for what was due to a brave man at a distance.    Extraordinary merit he used to recommend to the king for some distinction at home, until the order of battle made way for his rising in the troops.    Add to this, that he had an